Psalm and Readings Wednesday 11th September 2024

Psalm 34

| will bless the Lord at all times;

his praise shall continually be in my mouth.
My soul makes its boast in the Lord;

let the humble hear and be glad.
O magnify the Lord with me,

and let us exalt his name together.

| sought the Lord, and he answered me,
and delivered me from all my fears.
Look to him, and be radiant;
so your faces shall never be ashamed.
This poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord,
and was saved from every trouble.
The angel of the Lord encamps
around those who fear him, and delivers them.
O taste and see that the Lord is good;
happy are those who take refuge in him.
O fear the Lord, you his holy ones,
for those who fear him have no want.
The young lions suffer want and hunger,
but those who seek the Lord lack no good
thing.

Come, O children, listen to me;

| will teach you the fear of the Lord.
Which of you desires life,

and covets many days to enjoy good?
Keep your tongue from evil,

and your lips from speaking deceit.
Depart from evil, and do good;

seek peace, and pursue it.

The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous,
and his ears are open to their cry.
The face of the Lord is against evildoers,
to cut off the remembrance of them from the
earth.
When the righteous cry for help, the Lord hears,
and rescues them from all their troubles.
The Lord is near to the broken-hearted,
and saves the crushed in spirit.

Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
but the Lord rescues them from them all.
He keeps all their bones;
not one of them will be broken.
Evil brings death to the wicked,
and those who hate the righteous will be
condemned.

The Lord redeems the life of his servants;
none of those who take refuge in him will be
condemned.

1 Kings 10:1-25

When the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of
Solomon, (fame due to the name of the Lord), she
came to test him with hard questions. She came
to Jerusalem with a very great retinue, with
camels bearing spices, and very much gold, and
precious stones; and when she came to Solomon,
she told him all that was on her mind. Solomon
answered all her questions; there was nothing
hidden from the king that he could not explain to
her. When the queen of Sheba had observed all
the wisdom of Solomon, the house that he had
built, the food of his table, the seating of his
officials, and the attendance of his servants, their
clothing, his valets, and his burnt-offerings that
he offered at the house of the Lord, there was no
more spirit in her.

So she said to the king, ‘The report was true that |
heard in my own land of your accomplishments
and of your wisdom, but | did not believe the
reports until | came and my own eyes had seen it.
Not even half had been told me; your wisdom and
prosperity far surpass the report that | had heard.
Happy are your wives! Happy are these your
servants, who continually attend you and hear
your wisdom! Blessed be the Lord your God, who
has delighted in you and set you on the throne of
Israel! Because the Lord loved Israel for ever, he
has made you king to execute justice and
righteousness.” Then she gave the king one
hundred and twenty talents of gold, a great
guantity of spices, and precious stones; never
again did spices come in such quantity as that
which the queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon.

Moreover, the fleet of Hiram, which carried gold
from Ophir, brought from Ophir a great quantity
of almug wood and precious stones. From the
almug wood the king made supports for the
house of the Lord, and for the king’s house, lyres
also and harps for the singers; no such almug
wood has come or been seen to this day.
Meanwhile, King Solomon gave to the queen of
Sheba every desire that she expressed, as well as
what he gave her out of Solomon’s royal bounty.



Then she returned to her own land, with her
servants.

The weight of gold that came to Solomon in one
year was six hundred and sixty-six talents of gold,
besides that which came from the traders and
from the business of the merchants, and from all
the kings of Arabia and the governors of the land.
King Solomon made two hundred large shields of
beaten gold; six hundred shekels of gold went
into each large shield. He made three hundred
shields of beaten gold; three minas of gold went
into each shield; and the king put them in the
House of the Forest of Lebanon. The king also
made a great ivory throne, and overlaid it with
the finest gold. The throne had six steps. The top
of the throne was rounded in the back, and on
each side of the seat were arm rests and two lions
standing beside the arm rests, while twelve lions
were standing, one on each end of a step, on the
six steps. Nothing like it was ever made in any
kingdom. All King Solomon’s drinking vessels were
of gold, and all the vessels of the House of the
Forest of Lebanon were of pure gold; none were
of silver—it was not considered as anything in the
days of Solomon. For the king had a fleet of ships
of Tarshish at sea with the fleet of Hiram. Once
every three years the fleet of ships of Tarshish
used to come bringing gold, silver, ivory, apes,
and peacocks.

Thus King Solomon excelled all the kings of the
earth in riches and in wisdom. The whole earth
sought the presence of Solomon to hear his
wisdom, which God had put into his mind. Every
one of them brought a present, objects of silver
and gold, garments, weaponry, spices, horses,
and mules, so much year by year.

Acts 17:1-15

After Paul and Silas had passed through
Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to
Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of
the Jews. And Paul went in, as was his custom,
and on three sabbath days argued with them
from the scriptures, explaining and proving that it
was necessary for the Messiah to suffer and to
rise from the dead, and saying, ‘This is the
Messiah, Jesus whom | am proclaiming to you.’
Some of them were persuaded and joined Paul
and Silas, as did a great many of the devout

Greeks and not a few of the leading women. But
the Jews became jealous, and with the help of
some ruffians in the market-places they formed a
mob and set the city in an uproar. While they
were searching for Paul and Silas to bring them
out to the assembly, they attacked Jason’s house.
When they could not find them, they dragged
Jason and some believers before the city
authorities, shouting, ‘These people who have
been turning the world upside down have come
here also, and Jason has entertained them as
guests. They are all acting contrary to the decrees
of the emperor, saying that there is another king
named Jesus.” The people and the city officials
were disturbed when they heard this, and after
they had taken bail from Jason and the others,
they let them go.

That very night the believers sent Paul and Silas
off to Beroea; and when they arrived, they went
to the Jewish synagogue. These Jews were more
receptive than those in Thessalonica, for they
welcomed the message very eagerly and
examined the scriptures every day to see whether
these things were so. Many of them therefore
believed, including not a few Greek women and
men of high standing. But when the Jews of
Thessalonica learned that the word of God had
been proclaimed by Paul in Beroea as well, they
came there too, to stir up and incite the crowds.
Then the believers immediately sent Paul away to
the coast, but Silas and Timothy remained
behind. Those who conducted Paul brought him
as far as Athens; and after receiving instructions
to have Silas and Timothy join him as soon as
possible, they left him.

The Collect of the Day

God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit
upon your Church in the burning fire of your
love:
grant that your people may be fervent
in the fellowship of the gospel
that, always abiding in you,
they may be found steadfast in faith and active in
service;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.



A prayer for this time of transition

Faithful and loving God

we hold our Benefice before you in this time of
uncertainty.

Be with us in our waiting, in our expectation and
in our preparation as we seek our new
Incumbent.

Be with our new incumbent as he or she also
waits, expects and prepares.

Bring us together in love for you and for this
Benefice,

and be our light for the way ahead.

In Jesus’ name,

Amen



